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1.4.1 POLICY 


In all vehicle operation, employees shall exercise reasonable caution, prudence, and due regard 
for the rights and safety of others. Officers who engage in vehicle pursuits and other emergency 
vehicle operation must continually balance the risks involved against the need to pursue or 
respond at high rates of speed and make corresponding judgments in favor of public safety. 
Officers shall not initiate or continue pursuits for non-felony offenses, non-violent felony offenses 
or traffic infractions. 


For purposes of this policy, “pursuit(s)” and “pursuit driving” are defined as operating a police 
vehicle significantly outside the ordinary rules of the road to remain in proximity with another 
vehicle. Initial efforts to catch up to (overtake) a violator or suspected violator is not a “pursuit” 
or “pursuit driving” under this policy but is regulated by its general provisions and its section on 
Response Driving (1.4.4. below). “Routine” vehicle operations involve driving speeds consistent 
with the normal flow of traffic, obedience to vehicle laws and posted signs, and adherence to 
commonly understood “rules of the road.” “Emergency response” driving is driving outside the 
parameters of “routine” driving and, of course, must involve an “emergency.” “Emergency” is 
defined as a situation where there is reason to believe serious violence or injuries occur and still 
requires immediate response, or when the escape of an individual poses significant and 
immediate threat to the public, or where there is any other compelling need for immediate action 
to avert serious injury or major property damage. A “supervisor” is a Portsmouth police officer 
with the rank of Sergeant or above and does not include officers who are acting supervisors. 


1.4.2 PURPOSE AND DISCUSSION 


This policy establishes rules, guidelines, and procedures governing pursuit driving, emergency 
response driving, and other vehicle operation in order to assure that all vehicle operation is 
consistent with department values and the law, thereby promoting both officer and public safety. 


1.4.3 RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL VEHICLE OPERATION 


All Department vehicles shall be operated with due regard for safety and in full compliance with all 
traffic laws and regulations. Police vehicles are conspicuous symbols of authority and each officer 
is responsible for setting a visible example of good driving behavior and habits, including utilization 
of seatbelts. 
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Sending or typing text messages/photographs during vehicle operation is prohibited. Officers may 
use cellular telephone only in a manner that allows safe operation of the vehicle and complies with 
state law. 


Officers shall exercise good judgment and appropriate caution when operating a vehicle in which 
computers and/or video displays are present. The use and/or operation of this equipment is 
secondary to the need for safety. 


In all vehicle operation, officers shall be cognizant of their duty to ensure that proper attention and 
due regard are given to their primary responsibility—operation of the vehicle, adhering to the 
following rules: 
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Officers shall wear their safety belts at all times while operating department vehicles. The 
only exception is upon immediate approach to any scene of an incident or emergency where 
the officer believes a rapid departure from the vehicle may be required. At that point the 
officer may release the seat belt. 

The use of any tobacco product in any department vehicle is prohibited. 

Drivers will carefully observe surrounding conditions before turning or backing any vehicle. 

Personnel will not leave a Department vehicle unattended with the engine running, nor 
leave the vehicle unlocked when they have left it to handle other business. 

Personnel will park department vehicles at the scene of a crime, a motor vehicle crash, or 
other incident, in such a manner so as not to create an obstacle or hazard to other traffic, 
unless necessary for the protection of an incident scene or injured persons. If a traffic hazard 
exists, officers will use emergency lights to warn other drivers approaching the location. 


Vehicle Operation Considerations 


During all vehicle operations, officers shall take reasonable account of: 
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Type, condition, and capabilities of the vehicle being operated. 

Type and condition of the roadway (blind curves, narrow roads, school zones ,etc.). 
Obstacles, both present and potential, that must be avoided (e.g., objects on the roadway, 
construction, standing water, etc.). 

Time of day, weather conditions and visibility. 

Population density and pedestrian traffic. 

Volume, type, speed, and direction of vehicular traffic. 

Operator’s familiarity with vehicle and the area. 

Operator’s experience, training and driving skills. 


RESPONSE DRIVING AND EFFORTS TO OVERTAKE OTHER VEHICLES 


General Provisions 
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When responding to emergency situations and in efforts to catch-up-to (overtake) other vehicles 
(typically violators and suspected violators), officers shall operate their vehicles in accordance with 
state law pertaining to emergency driving and the guiding principles of this policy, including the 
speed limitations specified below. In order to catch up to violators who are already speeding 
extremely, it would often be necessary to drive at speeds categorically unacceptable to the 
community and this Department and which are therefore and hereby prohibited, as they are with 
other similar response driving speeds. 


In deciding the extent to which it may be reasonable to deviate from the normal rules of the road in 
emergency response driving, the officer shall consider such additional factors as: 


1. Nature of the offense and the circumstances known concerning the call; 

2. Whether an emergency response is likely to favorably influence any outcome of events; 
and 

3. Location and response of other emergency resources. 

4. In respect to overtaking runs (like overtaking speeders during traffic enforcement) 
whether it is reasonable to believe the brief overtaking run can be successful without 
violating the speed limitations stated in the following paragraph. 


Emergency Response and Overtaking Speed Limits 


In response to what an officer reasonably believes is an emergency involving a serious crime 
and/or the imminent threat of death or serious injury or in a brief effort to overtake a violator 
traveling in a vehicle, the officer may exceed the speed limit after assessing risks and so long as 
doing so does not recklessly endanger life or property--but even then, and even in the best driving 
conditions, on non-controlled access roadways shall not exceed: 


1. 15 mph over the posted speed limit where the speed limit is less than 45 mph; or 
2. 25 mph over the posted speed limit where the speed limit is 45 mph or more. 


On controlled access roadways (like interstate highways and freeways), the officer may not 
exceed 30 mph over the posted speed limit even in the best of conditions. 


The preceding speed limitations shall not be interpreted as license to drive (up to) those speeds 
but instead interpreted as absolute ceilings on driving speeds, even in the best driving conditions. 


Exception 
The speed limits set above do not apply while assisting federal and state officials in approved 
executive protection escorts. Officer are required to follow orders and instructions set in the 
escort operation plan. This exception does not relieve the officers of the need for due regard 
for the safety of others. 


In addition: 
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Officers may proceed through intersections contrary to traffic signs and signals only after 
first stopping or slowing sufficiently to make absolutely certain the way is clear, then 
proceeding through the intersection at no more than 15 mph. Fully activated emergency 
equipment is required but does not relieve officers of the need for due regard for the safety 
of others. 
The officer shall never drive at speeds that are unreasonable given existing driving 
conditions. There may be circumstances (e.g., ice, traffic, pedestrian density, etc.), in which 
it would be unreasonable to drive even at the posted speed limit. 
When considering or participating in overtaking a violator, if it is reasonably apparent that 
the officer is not likely to quickly overtake the other vehicle within the driving speed 
limitations established above, the officer shall promptly cease high speed driving and, if 
appropriate, attempt other means of apprehending the violator. 
Officers shall not attempt to escort other emergency vehicles or private vehicles on an 
emergency run. Assistance may be given by blocking intersections to aid in the movement 
of such vehicles. 
Officers shall operate both emergency lights and siren during emergency response driving 
and when driving significantly outside the normal rules of the road in overtaking runs. If 
circumstances make use of the siren dangerous or otherwise inappropriate, as could be the 
case when an officer nears the scene he or she is responding to, the officer may eliminate 
the siren but shall then conform to the posted speed limits and other rules of the road. 
Four-way emergency flashers shall not be used as emergency response equipment on any 
police vehicles, marked or unmarked, during an emergency response, as they deactivate 
turn signals. 
Upon being notified that an emergency response has been initiated, the appropriate shift 
supervisor shall verify the following: 

a. The proper response has been initiated 

b. No more than those units reasonably necessary under the circumstances are 

involved in the response 

c. Affected outside jurisdictions are being notified as practical 
Officers must discontinue emergency operation when an officer on scene advises other units 
that they can slow down or that no more units are needed on scene. 
Officers operating unmarked police vehicles with concealed emergency lights must use 
extreme caution in assuming the right-of-way at intersections, where the concealed 
mounting of the lights prevents the clear vision or observation of those lights by drivers of 
intersecting vehicles. 
When an officer operating a police vehicle under emergency conditions approaches a school 
bus that is loading or unloading students, the officer will stop completely in accordance with 
state law, and will not proceed until the bus driver has assured him or her that it is safe to 
advance. The officer will also check the surrounding area to ensure that no students are 
about to cross the roadway or are in a location where they could be endangered if the 
emergency vehicle proceeds. Officers will use extreme caution when proceeding through 
active school zones, and continue at a speed that will allow them to see and avoid any 
pedestrian traffic. 


G.O. 1.4 Vehicle Operation 
Copyright 2021 by Randy Means & Associates, LLC 


1.4.5 PURSUITS 


Pursuit driving is defined and regulated at the beginning of this policy (1.4.1). Generally, pursuit 
driving may be undertaken or continued only where there is probable cause to believe the subject 
to be apprehended has committed, or is about to commit, a felony dangerous to life. 


In order to prevent escape and avert potential need for a pursuit, police vehicles, but only when it 
is reasonably safe to do so, may physically block stationary/parked vehicles. This action is not a 
“roadblock.” 


Stationary and moving (“rolling”) roadblocks to end an already-occurring pursuit are prohibited, as 
are “channeling,” ramming and other forms of intentional contact, including “PIT” type actions. The 
use of tire deflation devices is permitted and the proper use described below. 


Justification and Termination 


The goal of any pursuit is the safe apprehension of the suspect without undue danger to the 
public. Therefore, vehicle pursuits may be initiated and/or continued only when danger to the 
public created by the pursuit is less than the imminent or likely danger to the public should the 
suspect remain at large. 


In addition to earlier listed considerations for normal vehicle operation, when deciding whether to 
initiate, continue, or terminate a pursuit officers shall consider all circumstances affecting public and 
officer safety, including: 


The type of underlying offense. 

The number of police vehicles in the pursuit. 

The safety of the public. 

Speed, mental condition, possible impairment of violator. 

Hazardous maneuvers (e.g., driving against on-coming traffic, running through red lights 
or stop signs) by the violator. 

The presence of any non-sworn passengers in the police vehicle. 

Minors or hostages in fleeing vehicle. 

The officer’s knowledge, training, and experience. 

Whether the officer knows the identity of the violator and whether apprehension likely 
can occur later without the need for pursuit driving. 

10. Quality of radio communications. 
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The controlling supervisor and officers engaged in a vehicle pursuit shall continually evaluate the 
totality of the circumstances justifying the pursuit. If at any time the circumstances change or evolve 
to a point where the pursuit is no longer justified under this policy, the officer and/or supervisor 
shall immediately terminate the pursuit. 


Officers must consider the totality of the circumstances known as they decide to pursue and/or 
continue a pursuit, which circumstances shall be fully documented by the involved officer(s) in a 
written report of the pursuit driving. 
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General Rules Regarding Pursuits 


Only police vehicles equipped with and utilizing full emergency equipment may participate in a 
pursuit. 


Only the primary unit, secondary unit and controlling supervisor engage in a vehicle pursuit at any 
given time, unless circumstances dictate otherwise and authorized by the supervisor. 


Once a pursuit is initiated, Communications personnel will broadcast to “clear the air.” Control is 
with the pursuing officer(s) and only emergency radio traffic is allowed until the pursuing officer(s) 
or controlling supervisor communicates otherwise. 


The primary unit will be responsible for giving full time and attention to the fleeing vehicle and its 
occupants and will constantly assess the prudence of continuing the pursuit based on risk factors 
outlined herein. 


Once in place, the secondary unit shall be responsible for handling radio traffic, providing updates 
regarding location, speed, and other information relevant to the pursuit. 


No other officers or units will participate in pursuit or pursuit-related activities without specific unit 
authorization clearly granted via radio transmission by the controlling supervisor. 


The controlling supervisor may grant permission for additional units to participate only in 
circumstances where doing so is likely to increase overall safety. 


Officers may and should proceed through intersections contrary to traffic signs and signals only after 
making certain the way is clear and the action is taken safely. Driving the wrong way on one-way 
roads is prohibited. 


Officers must terminate their role in the pursuit if they feel their police vehicle is unsafe to continue, 
the pursuit has entered unfamiliar roads or streets, an officer feels the requirements of the pursuit 
have exceeded personal driving capabilities, or for any reason his or her participation might 
jeopardize the safe conduct of the pursuit. 


Officers shall relinquish their position and advise by radio of their withdrawal actions from the 
pursuit. The controlling pursuit supervisor shall determine whether another unit can and will 
assume the vacated position. 


Pursuit driving shall not be undertaken or continued by an officer with civilian passengers in the 
police vehicle. 


Except in the most compelling circumstances involving direct life-saving measures, pursuing a 
subject on a motorcycle is prohibited. 
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Primary Unit Pursuit Procedures 


Except as specifically ordered by a supervisor, responsibility for the decision to participate in a 
pursuit rests with the individual officer, but that decision must be in accordance with this policy. 


Officers initiating or participating in a pursuit shall notify Communications immediately that a 
pursuit is in progress, and provide: 


Unit number 

Offense or reason for the pursuit 

Location and direction of travel 

Descriptions of vehicle and, if available, driver and other occupants 

Any exigent or unusual circumstances such as but not limited to: children in the pursued 
vehicle, suspect traveling the wrong way on a divided or one-way highway, occupants 
displaying/using weapons, etc. 
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As soon as possible after the initiation of the pursuit, the pursuing officer, who shall be designated 
the primary pursuit officer, shall provide Communications as much of the following information as 
reasonable under the circumstances: 


Road, traffic and weather conditions 

Speed of the suspect vehicle 

Incidents, such as accidents, occurring during the pursuit 
Description of the suspect's actions 
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The primary unit shall communicate updated conditions and actions as they occur until a secondary 
unit becomes engaged in the pursuit. 


The primary unit is responsible for listening to radio communications, correcting any 
miscommunication, complying with all policies and directives, continually weighing the decision to 
continue the pursuit, and acknowledging any termination notice. 

The primary unit shall maintain a safe interval (reactionary gap) behind the fleeing vehicle, enough 
as to ensure that the police vehicle can be brought to a safe stop, without collision, should the 
suspect vehicle stop abruptly. 


In the case of a two (2) person police unit, the officer riding as the passenger in a primary pursuit 
vehicle will handle the radio communication. 


Secondary Unit Pursuit Procedures 
Unless directed otherwise by a supervisor, a second police unit (designated secondary unit), may 


join in pursuit of the fleeing vehicle. Once in visual range of the primary unit, the officer shall provide 
Communications with the unit number and location and direction of travel. 
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The secondary unit will then assume radio communications and be responsible for updating 
conditions and actions as they occur: 


Location and direction of travel; 
Speed of the pursuit; 

Road and traffic conditions; 
Description of the suspect's actions; 
Primary officer’s emergency driving. 
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The secondary unit shall maintain a safe interval (reactionary gap) behind the primary unit and/or 
fleeing vehicle, enough to ensure that the police vehicle can be brought to a safe stop, without 
collision, should the suspect vehicle or primary police unit stop abruptly. 


Supervisor Responsibilities and Procedures 


The controlling supervisor shall promptly acknowledge by radio and take command of the pursuit. 
All units should keep the radio channel clear while the controlling supervisor ascertains all the 
necessary information from the primary unit in order to determine if the pursuit will continue. 


The controlling supervisor shall designate a secondary unit (if Communications has not already done 
so) to assist the primary pursuing officer and shall in any event limit the number of units participating 
in the pursuit to the minimum number necessary to safely and effectively conduct it. 


The controlling supervisor shall monitor the pursuit, coordinate the involvement of all assisting 
officers, and: 


1. Continuously consider all available information to ensure compliance with this policy, and 
immediately terminate pursuits not authorized under this policy; 

2. Remain in the controlling supervisor position until the pursuit is terminated, or until 
relieved by a higher authority; 

3. Continually monitor and weigh all objective risk factors in permitting a pursuit to 
continue; 

4. Carefully consider whether the need to apprehend the suspect has been properly 
weighed against the dangers created by the pursuit; 

5. Promptly proceed to the termination point of the pursuit if the violator’s vehicle stops; 
and 

6. Coordinate involved officers and available support (e.g. canines, aerial support, etc.). 


Should a supervisor initiate a pursuit and be the only available supervisor, he or she must direct 
another marked patrol unit(s) to take over the primary or secondary unit responsibilities as quickly 
as reasonably possible. If no other marked vehicle and no other supervisors are available, the lone 
supervisor engaged in the pursuit must weigh this factor in determining whether to continue the 
pursuit, and respond accordingly. 


Assisting & Uncommitted Units 
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Unless ordered to participate, otherwise uninvolved units shall remain in their assigned areas 
and drive in accordance with the ordinary rules of the road. If ordered to participate, officers may 
respond to the pursuit location in emergency response mode, utilizing all emergency equipment 
and complying with the emergency response driving provisions of this policy, including driving 
speed limitations. Uncommitted units should remain aware of the direction and progress of the 
pursuit but not directly engage unless specifically authorized by supervision. In no event shall 
uninvolved units drive outside the ordinary rules of the road to parallel or follow a pursuit. 


Unmarked Police Vehicle and Vehicles without Emergency Equipment 


Police vehicles not equipped with full operating emergency equipment shall not participate in 
pursuits. 


Unmarked police vehicles not equipped with roof mounted emergency light bars shall yield pursuit 
position to police vehicles with roof mounted emergency light bars when it is safe to do so. 

If an unmarked police vehicle is participating in a pursuit, the primary unit officer and the controlling 
supervisor must take into consideration the additional risk factors involved in their continuing the 
pursuit with unmarked vehicles involved and make pursuit-related decisions correspondingly. 


Special Purpose Vehicles 


Should an officer driving a special purpose vehicle (e.g., motorcycle, or unmarked car) initiate a 
pursuit, he or she will relinquish primary unit status immediately upon the participation of a marked 
regular vehicle. Once a secondary marked vehicle engages in the pursuit, the officer driving a special 
purpose vehicle shall immediately abandon the pursuit. After abandoning the pursuit, the officer 
driving a special purpose vehicle may proceed to any eventual termination point in a non-emergency 
driving mode, adhering to the normal rules of the road. 


Communications Center Responsibilities 
As soon as reasonably possible, Communications personnel shall: 


1. broadcast a “clear the air” when an officer announces that they are in pursuit, 
2. immediately contact a field supervisor to take command of the incident if no field supervisor 
is on the air. 


Termination of Vehicle Pursuits 


Termination of a pursuit shall be ordered by the primary unit, involved assisting officer, 
controlling supervisor, or a higher authority at any time the pursuit cannot be conducted safely 
and within the parameters of this policy. Any officer with relevant information regarding pursuit 
dangers shall promptly report such facts to the controlling supervisor and may recommend 
cancellation of the pursuit. If emergency needs compel it, any officer with pertinent information 
should cancel the pursuit immediately even without prior supervisory approval. 
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Any decision to terminate must be immediately reported to Communications for broadcast to all 
units. 


An officer ordered to terminate a pursuit must immediately do so and immediately return to the 
ordinary rules of the road. Any attempt to follow after the suspect vehicle is prohibited. 


Forced Termination of Pursuits 


Forced termination techniques like ramming, “PIT,” and roadblocks (stationary or moving) are all 
prohibited under this policy, as are “channeling,” “boxing in,” and other similar efforts to use a 
moving vehicle or vehicles to control or confine another moving vehicle. Use of tire deflation devices 
is sometimes allowed. Requirements and prohibitions regarding such devices are found below. 


Tire Deflation Device Procedures 


Officers who have received departmental training in their use should consider tire deflation 
devices, whenever practical, as a means of limiting or terminating a pursuit, but supervisory 
approval must be obtained before their use. Officers who have supervisory approval for the 
deployment of tire deflation devices still must appropriately consider the following before using 
the device: 


1. The most effective location for the placement of the tire deflation device; and 

2. The deployment location should have reasonably good sight distance to enable the officer 
deploying the device to observe the pursuit and other traffic as it approaches. 

3. Deployment should not occur on curves, bridges, or in any other position where use 
would be unsafe or otherwise inappropriate. 

4. If possible, officers deploying tire deflation devices should choose a location with natural 
barriers such as roadways with under/overpasses, guardrails, or shrubbery. These barriers 
assist in concealing the officer from the suspect's view, limit the suspect's ability to avoid 
the device, and allow the deployment of the device so that the officer’s position is 
relatively safe. 


Tire deflation devices generally should not be deployed to stop the following types of vehicles: 


Any passenger bus transporting passengers. 

Any school bus transporting students. 

Any vehicle transporting hazardous materials. 

Any vehicle that would pose an unusually severe hazard to citizens beyond the hazards 
normally involved in pursuits. 

5. Any vehicle with three wheels or fewer. 


Powe 


Other Requirements 


The controlling supervisor overseeing the pursuit shall coordinate with the pursuing officer(s) 
and the officer(s) deploying the tire deflation device in order to ensure the safe and effective use 
of the device(s). 
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The officer(s) deploying the tire deflation device must be in position at a predetermined location 
in sufficient time for proper deployment or no deployment should occur. 


The coordinating supervisor and all pursuing officers should be notified when the device is 
deployed. 


The tire deflation device will be deployed in accordance with the manufacturer's 
recommendations and training guidelines but only as is also compliant with this policy. 


After deploying the tire deflation device, everyone at the scene should take safe position far 
enough away from the device to minimize the risk of being struck by the subject vehicle should 
operate erratically in an effort to avoid the tire deflation device or after striking the device it. 


Officers who deploy tire deflation devices are responsible for securing them immediately after 
their use. This shall include searching the immediate area, when it is safe to do so, where the 
device deployed and collecting any spikes or points, which may have become detached, and 
properly maintaining, preparing for reuse and storing the devices. 


The use of tire deflation devices will be treated as a use of force. Officers deploying them must 
note their use in a vehicle pursuit report and incident report (See GO XXXX on Critical incident 
Reporting and Review). 


Used tire deflation devices will be collected as evidence and handled accordingly, all pursuant to 
GO XXXX on Evidence Handling. 


Pursuits Entering Another Jurisdiction 


When it appears a pursuit is about to leave Portsmouth’s jurisdictional boundaries, the involved 
supervisor and the primary pursuit officer will re-evaluate the risk factors to determine whether to 
continue the pursuit. These factors include: 


Distance already traveled in pursuits; 

Unfamiliarity with the area in which the pursuit is entering; 

Safety considerations to the public and officer; 

Whether or not a request for assistance will be made to the next jurisdictional agency; and 
Whether or not control of the pursuit will be relinquished to the next jurisdictional agency. 
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If the pursuit will enter another jurisdiction, Communications will contact that jurisdiction’s agency 
as soon as is practical, take appropriate actions for radio networking and exchange of information, 
and advise them of the following: 


1. That a pursuit is about to enter, or has entered, their jurisdiction; 
2. The pursuit location, its direction of travel, the approximate speed of the pursued vehicle, 
and a description of any erratic or unusual driving maneuvers by the vehicle’s driver; 
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3. The primary offense for which the vehicle and occupants are wanted; 

4. The vehicle license plate number, as complete a description of the vehicle and occupants as 
is available, and whether any known weapons are involved; and 

5. Whether or not the assistance of the jurisdictional agency is being requested. 


Control of Inter-Jurisdictional Pursuits 


The initiating agency will have control of and be responsible for the pursuit unless they specifically 
relinquish control to the jurisdictional agency. 


The agency in control of the pursuit must have a supervisor (e.g., Watch Commander, Shift 
Supervisor) monitoring the pursuit or actively pursuing. 


Involved units from the originating agency may discontinue the pursuit when advised that the 
jurisdictional agency has assumed the pursuit. The primary unit shall proceed, at the direction of a 
supervisor, to any eventual termination point to assist in the investigation. 


Taking into consideration the pursuit factors and any other articulable extenuating circumstance, 
the second or subsequent jurisdictional agency may: 


1. Assume control of the pursuit; 

2. Assist the originating agency by attempting to clear intersections to allow the other agency 
and the pursued vehicle unobstructed passage; 

3. Join the originating agency in the pursuit and actively pursue with the originating agency; 

4. Decline involvement in the pursuit for any reason; or 

5. If the initiating agency’s reason for the pursuit does not meet the pursuit criteria of the 
second or subsequent jurisdictional agency, they may decline to actively engage in the 
pursuit. They will contact the initiating agency and notify them as such. 


If the PPD relinquishes control of a pursuit to a second or subsequent jurisdictional agency, their 
unit will assume responsibility as the primary unit. The Portsmouth unit will assume responsibility 
as the secondary unit. Risk factors such as radio range, driving through unfamiliar territory, and the 
possibility of the pursuit extending even farther, should be considered. 


If the second or subsequent jurisdictional agency’s police units take over the primary and secondary 
positions, the Portsmouth unit will relinquish the pursuit to that jurisdiction. The initiating 
Portsmouth unit will gather information from Communications about the progress of the pursuit. 
Once the pursuit has ended, the initiating unit will proceed to the location and continue the 
investigation. 


Pursuits Entering Portsmouth 


Upon receiving notification from Communications that a pursuit from another jurisdiction is 
entering (or has entered) Portsmouth’s boundaries, the Shift Commander or supervisor will make a 
decision on the PPD response based upon: 


12 
G.O. 1.4 Vehicle Operation 
Copyright 2021 by Randy Means & Associates, LLC 


1. The safety of the public and all law enforcement; 

2. The factors articulated by the originating agency regarding the pursuit (including the reason 
the pursuit was initiated); 

3. The identity of the offender(s); and 

4. The ability to effectively maintain the pursuit. 


Taking into consideration the pursuit factors and any other articulable extenuating circumstance 
PPD officers may, upon approval from a supervisor and in conformity with all provisions of this 


policy: 


1. Assume control of the pursuit. The assigned units should move to strategic positions to safely 
receive the pursuit. Officers should have emergency lights already activated when the 
pursuit comes within their sight; 

2. Assist the originating agency by attempting to clear intersections to allow the other agency 
and the pursued vehicle unobstructed passage; 

3. Join the originating agency in the pursuit and actively pursue with them, or 

Decline involvement in the pursuit for any reason. 

5. If the initiating agency’s reason for the pursuit does not meet the pursuit criteria of our 
department, we may decline to actively engage in the pursuit. We will contact the initiating 
agency and notify them as such. 
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Other Considerations in Inter-Jurisdictional Pursuits 


Officers will conduct pursuits based on direction of the agency assuming primary control of the 
pursuit so long as doing so would not violate the principles of this policy. 


In all inter-jurisdictional pursuits, due consideration must be given to radio communication 
networking, out-of-city police officers’ lack of familiarity with another city’s neighborhoods, and 
other problems inherent in such pursuits. The monitoring supervisor must keep the safety of both 
officers and the public in mind, and will exercise command and control of the pursuit as long as it 
remains within Portsmouth. 


Officers will utilize plain English and avoid possibly agency-specific terminology when 
communicating on mutual aid radio channels and with other departments. 


Continuation/Termination 


The Shift Commanders or supervisors of both the currently involved and initiating agencies will 
closely monitor the progress of the pursuit. Either may make a request that the pursuit be 
terminated based upon: 


1. Further information received; and/or 
2. Increased risk factors of its continuation. 


If the pursuit is not terminated per a request, the requesting agency may change its level of 
response. 
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The role and responsibilities of any officers present at the pursuit’s termination should include 
providing services such as: 


1. Scene control; 

Coordination and completion of supplemental reports; 

3. Charges/Investigative follow-up initiated as a result of the pursuit (pursuant to §19.2-77 
Code of Virginia); and/or 

4. Other assistance as requested, or accepted. 
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If the pursuit continues completely through Portsmouth and into another city, Portsmouth units 
will relinquish the pursuit. 


If a police supervisor from a neighboring agency recommends that PPD terminate a pursuit in 
their city, the PPD supervisor will do so. 


Pursuit Ending in Apprehension Outside of the Department’s Jurisdiction 


If a pursuit ends in the apprehension of the suspect in a jurisdiction adjoining this Department’s 
jurisdictional lines, the arresting officer will bring the accused back to this Department’s jurisdiction 
to appear before the proper official. 


If the pursuit ends in the apprehension of the suspect in a jurisdiction that is beyond any adjoining 
jurisdictions, the arresting officer shall take the accused before the proper official in the jurisdiction 
where the arrest is made, and procure a warrant charging the accused with the offense committed 
in this Department'’s jurisdiction limits. 


Reporting and Review of Pursuits 


Officers who engage in pursuit driving must submit a written report of that involvement prior to 
the end of the tour of duty. Supervisors will collect and preserve any video documentation. 


PSB shall conduct an annual documented analysis of pursuit reports. Additionally, a documented 
annual analysis of pursuit reviews shall be completed annually by the Professional Standards 
Bureau and provided to the Chief of Police for review and comment. The final documents will be 
retained in the Chief’s office or elsewhere as the Chief may order, for purposes of historical 
review and analysis. 


Documented Training 


The training requirements associated with vehicle operation are found in other PPD policies 
governing Training and Qualification issues. 
Renado Renado Prince 
APPROVED: Prince 07:30:19 -0500" 


Renado Prince, Chief of Police 
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